
March / April 2010 

 

Our  Mission  

Covenant 

Presbyterian exists  

to Glorify God and 

enjoy Him forever.  

(Psalm 57:11) by:  

§ SHARING CHRIST 

§ STRENGTHENING 

BELIEVERS 

§ SERVING PEOPLE 

Our vision is to be a 

gospel driven, Christ 

centered community, 

active in Godõs work. 

      SPECIAL EVENTS 
 
§ March 7    Northwestern  
         College Orchestra 
§ March 12-13  Womenôs  
        Retreat 
§ April 1      Maundy Thursday 
         Communion Service 
§ April 4  Easter Sunday 
             Cantata 
§ April 11   Annual Picnic 
 
§ April 29  TPPA, Teen Panel 
       
 

In Loving Memory  
 

Edna Jordan 

 
 
 

In communist Russia the school day began with a teacher as-
suming an authoritative stance and loudly proclaiming, ñTHERE IS NO 
GOD.  THERE HAS NEVER BEEN SUCH A BEING.   FOR SUCH A 
BEING AS GOD TO HAVE EVER EXISTED IS IMPOSSIBLE.ò 

 

 But one day, or so the story goes, a schoolboy boldly raised his 
hand.  ñYes?ò his teacher asked.  ñComrade teacher,ò the boy said, ñif 
thereôs no such thing as God, then why do we have to say so every 
day?ò  Good question.  Dangerous question --- because that very after-
noon this boyôs parents were arrested and he himself became a ward 
of the state. 
 

 ñHe lives. He lives.  Christ Jesus lives today!ò  BUT THERE IS 
NO GOD.  ñHe walks with me. He talks with me, along lifeôs narrow 
way.  He lives, He lives,ò  THERE HAS NEVER BEEN SUCH A BE-
ING.  ñSalvation to impart!  You ask me how I know He lives?ò  FOR 
SUCH A BEING AS GOD TO HAVE EVER EXISTED IS IMPOSSI-
BLE .  
 

 Men and women have been trying to erase God from the pages 
of human history for as long as there has been a human history.  We 
really would like to rub Him outðto do away with the agitator once and 
for all.  In our rebellion we want to still our Makerôs meddlesome voice, 
shut His prying eyes, and rid this planet of His Presence.  In our rebel-
lion we want to be done with Him, so that we can each go our own 
way. 
 

 I mean, what do you think those folks at Calvary were doing 
that afternoon so many years ago?  What do you think those folks 
cheering the slaughter of an innocent man were up to?  That mob jeer-
ing at Jesus was engaged in the ripest expression of rebellion known 
to manðthey were trying to kill God.  Thatôs what sin wants to do (and 
apart from Godôs grace thatôs what we would wish to do as well)ðto kill 
God, to stuff  him in a tomb, to seal his grave with superglue and sta-
tion a battalion of burly men with bazookas outside to make sure God 
never gets up in our business again.  
 
 Human history is replete with mankindôs efforts to bury the 
Christian faith. For example, during the Roman Empireôs persecution of 

Christians, men and women were often shipped to Africa to work the 

Numidian mines. Chained in such a way so that they could not stand 
upright, these men and women who believed in the Son of God were  
                              Continued on page 2 



driven underground.  They would never see the light 
of day again.  They would never feel the sunshine on 
their face. Most caught fever and died.  But those who 
lived wrote messages with charcoal on the mine 
walls.  
 
 Sometimes they wrote prayers.  Sometimes 
they wrote the names of loved ones or friends.  But 
nowhere in that man-made hellhole, nowhere upon 
the walls of the Numidian mines do you find the words 
ñTHERE IS NO GOD!ò Instead, you find this one word 
written over and over again, ñVITA, VITA, VITA --- 
LIFE --- LIFE --- LIFE!  Deprived of everything we 
consider essential to our existence  these men and 
women held on to their faith in a living LORD.  And 
because Jesus escaped his tomb they had hope that 
they (whether in life or death) would escape their 
tomb as well.  They looked in hope for the day when 
they could bask in the presence of a resurrected Sav-
ior. 
  

 Itôs an interesting truth that the more men 
have tried to stamp out Christianity, the more it has 
prospered and spread.  You see you canôt kill God. 
You canôt stamp out his righteous life, and you cer-
tainly canôt seal him in a tomb. 

 

 There is not a tomb anywhere in the universe 

that can imprison the victorious Christ. There is no 
superglue strong enough, no battalion of burly men 
numerous enough to hold back the power of God as 
evidenced in the resurrection.  That man or woman 
who thinks they can put bonds on Jesus the Christ is 
hopelessly deluded. 

  
The gates of hell did not prevail against Jesus 

Christ.  The gates of hell WILL not prevail against his 
church.  And the gates of hell shall not prevail against 
anyone who opens their heart and mind to the claims 
of Christ. 

 
ñHe lives. He lives.  Christ Jesus lives to-

day.  He walks with me and talks with me along lifeôs 
narrow way. He lives. He lives.  Salvation to im-
part.  You ask me how I know he lives.  He lives within 
my heart.ò  

 
More to the point, the unwavering testimony of 

Godôs Word, the eyewitness account of over 500 indi-
viduals as well as  the consistent testimony of the 
Christian church comfirm the living hope we celebrate 
this season. 

E-NEWS 
 
Weôre into a new year, and a new dayðthe Covenant 

Courier will be coming from a new direction.  Pres-
ently, the newsletter has been sent via USPS, email, 
or website. The mode of arrival of your neatly folded 
version of the Courier is changing. 
  
Beginning in May, we will distribute the newsletter to 
more folks electronically. If you do not have a means 
of reading the newsletter electronically, a printed cop-
ied of the newsletter will be available at the church.  
There will be a display at the beginning of May where 
the latest edition will be available.  Anytime during the 
month, the newsletter may be picked up in the nar-
thex.  If you have difficulty getting to church, please 
have someone pick up a copy for you or call the 
church and weôll include one with a visitation.  It will 
continue to be available on-line (e-mail or website).  
 
This represents a substantial cost savings to the 
church.  We trust you will continue to enjoy the bi-
monthly issues of the Covenant Courier.  
                 Staff 
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Palm Sunday  
 April 4th at 10:30 AM 
 

Maundy Thursday  
 Communion Service  
 April 1st at 7:00 PM 
 

Easter Sunday  
 Worship Service and Choir 

Cantata -- ñWritten in Redò 
 April 4th at 10:30 AM. 
 

(No evening service on Easter 
Sunday.) 

    Fellowship  
    Reception  
 
On Palm Sunday, 
there will be no 
Sunday School 
classes.  We will 
again be holding a 
Fellowship Recep-
tion from approxi-
mately 9:00 -10:00 
AM in the CLC.  
Coffee and Conti-
nental - type re-
freshments will be 
served. 
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ñThe Resources for Lifeò link has over 1000 free 
downloadable resources from Covenant College.  You  
can search for a particular topic, or browse selected 
topics, authors or scriptures.  Results will be listed as 
courses, audio, series, or documents.  At the bottom of 
that same page are a large number of PCA links. 
 
Another page is the Kids Page.  On this page there are 
links to free games, puzzles, printable coloring sheets, 
crafts, and puppets, as well as links to devotionals for 
children. 
 
Iôd like to encourage you to explore our church web 
site to see what is there and also to lend your help in a 
couple of ways.  You can help if youôre planning an ac-
tivity by filling out the Activity Form to let us know 
about an upcoming church event.  Just click on the Ac-
tivity Form link and fill it out. Another way you can help 
is by sharing photos you take at a church event so that 
I can put them on the web site or on a church bulletin 
board.  If you have three or four photos, you can email 
them to me at audjs70@embarqmail.com.  A large 
number of photos will need to be put on a CD and put 
in my box in the church office. 
 
In the future we will have a link to our Church Directory 
so that you will be able to locate any church memberôs 
email, phone number, and home address.  This page 
will be password protected.  More information about 
this will be forthcoming. 
 
Please visit our web page from time to time to check 
out the various resources available. 

 
 

 
 
MISSIONS:   
SARAôS STORY 
by Jean Conrad 

 
The recent earthquake disaster in Haiti has been a 
forceful reminder of the plight of orphans around the 
world.  Our denomination is committed to a ministry of 
Street Children in a number of countries, including the 
Philippines, Kenya, India, Mexico, and Peru, as well as 
aiding Esaie Etienne in his present disaster relief in 
Haiti.  The following story should encourage you to 
lend support to this vital and on going task of reaching 
out to millions of Street Children who roam the streets 
of the world looking for hope and loveé. 
           Continued on page 4 

OUR CHURCH WEB SITE 
    www.cpcsebring.org  
 
by Audrey Smith 

 
 
 

 
 
 
The purpose of our church web site is the same as the 
church mission.  It is to share Christ, strengthen believ-
ers, and serve people.  We want to reach out to the 
community and tell others about our church, and at the 
same time inform our members about activities taking 
place at the church.   
 
The web site is comprised of 20 plus pages, with links 
to most of those pages on the home page.  If you want 
to contact the church office, just click on the envelope.  
Below that link is another link to a form where you can 
update your address, phone number, and email ad-
dress. 
 
Announcements about coming events and their dates 
and time are listed on the left side of the home page.  
Other links on the home page will take you to pages 
about Missions, Seniors, Menôs Ministries, Womenôs 
Ministries, Youth, Music Ministry, 4M, and more.  Event 
photo links are listed in the table near the bottom of the 
page.  You can save photos to your computer by going 
to a particular page of photos and clicking the thumb-
nail, right clicking the large photo and then saving it.   
 
There is one page on our web site you may not be 
aware of.  If you click on Bible Reading & Devotional 
Links located in the table at the bottom of the home 
page, you will be taken to a page with a Bible search.  

The Courier is presently in a state of transition in its  
publication.  In light of this, the purpose and goals of 
the newsletter will be to provide: 
 
1. Articles for thought and growth 
2. News for connecting our church family  
3. Information for service and participation.   
 
We would like to have any ministry reports and calen-
dar items submitted for the May /June newsletter by 
April 15.  Some of these  could include Womenôs Min-
istries, Missions, Christian Education, Bible Studies, 
Family Ministries, Fellowship, and even, perhaps the 
Deacons and Session.  Please be sure that a by-line is 
included.                Staff 

All articles will be subject to editing.         

COURIER CORNER         
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by Jean Conrad 

 
On Saturday, March 20 at 2:30 PM, Bob Conrad will 
report to Covenant Seniors on his recent trip and 
prayer walk to China.  Along with others, he visited 
a secret house church in Beijing and an unreached 
people group in south China. 
 
Bob is: 
§ Director of Libraries at Oak Ridge National 
      Laboratories 
§ Director of ESL* studies at Cedar Springs Pres-

byterian Church, Knoxville, TN, reaching interna-
tional students at UT 

§ the son of Earl and Jean Conrad 
 
Come to the Covenant Life Center to learn about 
the growth of the Church and the possibilities for 
ministry in this Communist country.  Thereôll be 
plenty  of pictures, discussion, information and, of 
course, refreshments. 
*ESL-English as a Second Language 

 
 
It was a joy to listen to Richard Sharp close this 
yearôs Missionsô Festival.  His message on stepping 
outside the box was very moving.  I am glad that the 
youth were there to listen, also, as it reaffirmed our 
ñDare To Be a Danielò Bible Study on Wednesday 
nights.  Danielôs life was all about stepping outside 
the box for God.  My hope and prayer is that He will 
continue to work on the hearts of the youth so they 
will act like Daniel.  Joshua 1:9, ñThis is my com-
mandï be strong and courageous! Do not be afraid 
or discouraged. For the Lord your God is with you 
wherever you go.ò 
 
I have been very encouraged by the support we 
have received with the nursery.  Thank you.  How-
ever, we are still looking for help during the young 
adult small group which is held every couple of 
weeks on Saturday.  This is a crucial area in minis-
tering to our young families as well as reaching out 
to new families. If you are interested or feel led to 
help, please contact me or the church office.  I ap-
preciate the continued prayers and support of the 
Church. 
 

by Reid Thayer, Director of Family Ministries 
 
 
 

   
 
    

Sara continued 
 
When she was only two or three years old, she was 
found digging in a pile of trash on a street in Seoul, 
Korea.  This tiny, ragged, hungry creature was  
taken to a World Vision home  for orphans  in     
that city.  The strange surroundings frightened her 
at first, but she was very glad to have food, a bath,  
clothes that werenôt rags, and a warm place to 
sleep. No one could find out where she came from; 
no one ever came looking for her.  She didnôt know 
if she had any parents, siblings, or grandparents 
who loved her.  She didnôt even know her name.  
The missionaries gave her the name Kim Kyung 
Won.  The other orphans became friends and the 
orphanage became the only home she could re-
member.  As she grew, she learned to help with the 
work and to read and write Korean.   
 
When Kim Kyung Won was about eight years old, 
she and several other orphans were adopted.  A 
preacher and his wife from Iowa chose to adopt her.  
She was very excited but also very frightened to be 
leaving her orphanage home and going half way 
around the world.  Would her new family speak Ko-
rean?  Would she like them?  Would they love her?  
The plane ride made her feel sick.  She fell out of 
bed  and  hurt  herself  the  first  night  in  a  hotel  in  
Connecticut and couldnôt remember where she was. 
 
The next day the orphans met their new parents.  
She loved her new mommy and daddy right away.  
They were so kind!  They had such a nice home and 
she had new sisters and a brother to play with.  
They were glad to have her in their family.   
They gave her a new name, too.  She was no longer 
called Kim Kyung Won but Sara Joy Hackmann. 
 
Sara Joy quickly adapted to her new family.  She 
went to school and began to speak English.  She 
learned to play the violin. She became a citizen of 
the United States.  She gave her heart to Jesus and 
became a member of Godôs family too. 
 
After high school, Sara attended a Bible college 
where she met a young man who was studying to 
be a pastor.  When they later married, she had to 
change her name again!  Now she is called Sara 
Arnold and she is the lovely wife of our pastor, Dar-
rell Arnold.  
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A Womenôs Retreat will be held in the Covenant Life 
Center with Leanne White being the guest speaker. 
She will be addressing the question ñWhatôs a 
Woman to Do?ò.  The answer(s) will be explored by 
taking a closer look at spiritual gifts and discovering 
together what God created women to do. The re-
treat begins at 7:00 - 8:30 PM on Friday, March 12, 
with a Dessert Buffet and continues on Saturday, 
March 13, 8:30 AMð2:30 PM.  Cost is $15.00 and 
lunch is included. Registration forms are still avail-
able in the church office. 
 
  

      

 

Womenôs Retreat               

Leanne White, Guest Speaker  

long been a special passion of Leanneôs.  She has 
taught, coached, and trained hundreds of individuals, 
helping them find their unique calling within Godôs 
kingdom.  As part of that work, Leanne and Steve 
have developed curriculum and an on-line Spiritual 
Gifts Inventory. They currently serve at The Bible 
Chapel, a multi-site church in Pittsburg, PA.  Steve is 
Pastor of Ministry Development and Leanne is on the 
Womenôs Ministry Leadership Team.  They have two 
children.    by Connie White 

Leanne and her husband, Steve, have been in min-
istry together for over fifteen years. During that time, 
Leanne has been a leader and ministry consultant in 
the areas of children, women, worship arts program-
ming and leadership.  The issue of spiritual gifts has  

 

Sunday School News 
 

Our Spring Sunday School classes start March 14 at 

9:15 AM.  Join anytime! 

 Pre-School Class: 

§ Our NEW class for 2-4  year olds will be learning 

about the risen Christ. Kathy Mulcay is teaching 

the class, assisted by Sara Arnold.  A Nursery is 

provided for siblings of the children. 

Children's Classes: 

§ Kindergartenñ2nd grade is taught by Wilma Henry. 

§ 6th ð12th grade is taught by Debbie Cwalinski. 

Young Peopleõs Class:   

§  The òLove & Respectó program will continue 

through the spring quarter.  Join at any time. 

Adult Class:  

§ There will only be one adult class for this quarter.  
Mark Breed will be running 2 mini-classes (DVD 
& discussion) of 6 weeks each.  One is òWhen I 
Donõt Desire Godó by John Piper and the other  is 
òThe Prodigal Godó by Tim Keller. 

             Staff 

Weôre already getting ready for an udderly amazing 
VBS! The SonHarvest County Fair is where kids learn 
that Jesus loves them and will help them grow the fruit 
of the Spirit in their lives.  June 21-25 are the dates to 
reserve on your calendars. We need to get bushels of 
enthusiastic volunteers and young farmers to attend.  
Contact Wilma Henry by phone, 382-1931,  e-mail, 
cwhenry@ymail.com.             Staff 

Vacation Bible School  

      ANNUAL PICNIC  

Join the fun and celebration of our Annual Church 
Picnic.  Help us to honor our graduating Seniors as 
well. 
 
The picnic will be held on Sunday, April 11, after the 
10:30 AM service (shortly after noon) at Highlands 
Hammock State Park.  The church is furnishing  all 
the food.  Mark your calendars and come and enjoy 
the day in fellowship.          Staff 
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MARCH  
 
  7 Northwestern Orchestra  10:30 AM     Worship Service 
        5:00 PM Concert 
 
  8 Session Meeting     4:30 PM     Conference Room 
           Officers Meeting     6:00 PM Conference Room 
 
  9 Menôs Fellowship Breakfast  7:30 AM CLC 
 
12  Womenôs Retreat-Dessert    7:00 PM CLC 
13  Womenôs Retreat/Lunch    8:30-2:30 CLC 
 
13  4M to Potterôs House    8:00-12:00 Conference Room 
 
16  Ladiesô Book Club     6:30 PM Conference Room 
 
19  Fellowship  Dinner & Movie   6:00 PM CLC 
 
20 Seniors Program        2:30 PM CLC 
      
26  Youth Lock-in    Fri PM-Sat  CLC 
 
28  Palm SundayðReception    9:15-10:00  CLC 
 Communion 
  
APRIL   
 
  1 Maundy Thursday Service     7:00 PM Sanctuary 
 Communion  
 
  4 Cantata/Easter Sunday  10:30 AM Sanctuary 
 
10 4M Work group     8:00-12:00 CLC  
 Womenôs Luncheon     Noon CLC     
 
11 Annual Picnic     Noon Hammock State  
                 Park  
 
12  Session      4:30 PM Conference Room

 Officers      6:00 PM  Conference Room 
 
25  Communion 
 
29  TPPA Teen Panel     9:00 AM Sanctuary 
      11:00 AM CLC 
  

. .  
    

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

 

On February 28,  

The Youth had a  

Great time at the  

Covenant Winter  

Games right here at our 

church.  The games included 

Volleyball,  Ultimate Frisbee, 

Kickball and some Mystery 

Games.   

 

On March 26 -27, there will be 

an All Night Lock - In held in 

the Covenant Life  

Center. More to  

follow.  

 

Weekly programs will not be 
listed in the adjacent chrono-
logical calendar.  Rather they 
will appear in this section. 
 
§ Kids/Youth Program 

meets every Wednesday 
unless noted , 5:30 - 7:00 
PM. 

§ Prayer Meeting meets 
every Wednesday unless 
otherwise noted, 6:00ï 7:00 
PM. 

§ CHOIR will meet every 
Wednesday at 7:15 PM. 

§ Ladiesô Bible Studies will 
continue to meet on the 
same day and time each 
month as planned . 

                    FYI          



The Covenant Courier Page 7 

The Covenant Courier 

Covenant Presbyterian Church 
4500 Sun 'n Lake Boulevard 
Sebring, Florida  33872-2113 
(863) 385-3234 

      CPC OFFICERS        

      2009  

Teaching Elder 
      Rev. Darrell Arnold, 
                        Moderator  

Ruling  Elders 
 Bill Boyd 
     Ernie Breed 
         Mark Breed, 
              Clerk of Session 
         Don Distin 
        Bill Mulcay 
        Tom Nunnallee 
        Hal White 
 

Deacons 
       Jack Brunner  
        Kerry Meeker 
       Andre VanRooyen 

     I N F O   B O A R D  

Worship Services  
 8:00 AM Informal 
         10:30 AM Traditional 
 6:30 PM 
 
Sunday School  
           9:15 AM for all ages 

   Covenant Presbyterian Church Staff 

               PASTOR 
           Rev. W. Darrell Arnold  
   DIRECTOR OF FAMILY MINISTRIES 
  Reid Thayer  
               CHOIR DIRECTOR 
         Rhoda Wolfe  
           ORGANIST 
         LaRue Gilbert  
             PIANISTS 
                     Marie Faber  
          Connie White  
          SECRETARY  
      Mildred Fleischer  
           BUILDING SUPERVISOR 
                   Harold Smith  
 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday - Friday 8:30 AM - 12:30 PM   PHONE: (863)385-3234   FAX: (863)385-2759 
                 E-MAIL covpres@strato.net   WEBSITE  www.cpcsebring.org  


